How “Acid” Is Acid Rain?
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The pH scale ranges from 0 to 14. A value of 7.0 is neutral. Readings below 7.0 are acidc; readings
above 7.0 are alkaline. The more pH decreases below 7.0, the more acidity increases.

Because the pH scale is logarithmic, there is a tenfold difference between one number and the one
next to it. Therefore, a drop in pH from 6.0 to 5.0 represents a tenfold increase in acidity; while a
drop from 6.0 to 4.0 represents a hundredfold increase.

All rain is slightly acidic. Only rain with a pH below 5.6 is considered “acid rain”.



